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COLISEUM VIDEC’ presents 


THE WINNING 3-COUNT! 


Three new specially produced, specially priced video cassettes! 
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¢ The night Hulk Hogan won the Championship Belt— if ac 
Hulk Hogan vs. The Iron Sheik " 
* Their Incredible Rematch 


® Hulkamania catches up to Brutus Beefcake. ~S — 
* Nowhere to run! Hulk Hogan vs. “The Magnificent” 
Muraco in a steel cage. 
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EDITOR’S CORNER 


t’s with great pleasure that I can 
begin this month’s editorial with 
the announcement of WME’s 
fourth anniversary on the news- 
stands. During these four short years 
together, we’ve watched WME grow 
by leaps and bounds, and nurtured it 
along from its days of infancy to its 
current status as the “#1 Magazine for 
Mat-Fans Today!” 
Fans Today!” 

Don’t think for a moment that it 
was easy, though. In our effort to 
improve, WME had to compete with 
literally dozens of others wrestling 
titles on the market, and come up with 
a fresh new style to put our stock in. 
Over four years of publication, we’ve 
seen our stock rise steadily, and can 
proudly claim our rightful place at the 
top of the heap. 

During this time we’ve also watched 


Professional Wrestling reach unprece- | 


dented heights of popularity. With the 
emergence of superstar Hulk Hogan, 
the sport has gotten an extra boost and 
caused a wave of “WrestleMania” to 
sweep the country. We’ve also wit- 
nessed a couple of rookies called the 
Road Warriors mature into the mat- 
wars’ most awesome tag-team, and 
NWA World’s Heavyweight Cham- 
pion Ric Flair join the ranks of all-time 
greats as he consistently defends his 
belt with honor, documented monthly 
in the pages of Wrestling’s MAIN 
EVENT. 

Maybe you first bought WME 
because of its glossy textured pages 
that don’t smudge your hands, or 
maybe you were attracted to our stun- 
ning pin-ups and exciting action galler- 
ies. Once you took us home though, 
you were surely absorbed by WME’s 
colorful features with their unique out- 


During his recent visit to our Empire State Building offices, Sgt. Slaughter 
congratulated WME’s Editor Jeremy Tepper on a job well done. 


look on the wrestling world, and if 
you’re like most readers of WME, 
once you picked us up you couldn’t 
put us down. Many mat-fans’ lives 
have been changed after reading their 
first issue of Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT! 

This month’s WME has equally 
high standards, as once again we’ve 
lived up to our promise of featuring 
only the hottest names in Professional 
Wrestling! The Road Warriors, Nikita 
Koloff, Stan Hansen, and Sgt. Slaugh- 
ter are some of the mat-stars who will 
dominate the “Sport of Kings” for a 
long time to come. For a trip down 


memory lane, check out this month’s 
feature on “Hulk Hogan’s Rulebreak- 
ing Past”—which shows a side of the 
WWFE Champion his fans don’t often 
acknowledge. 

All in all, we feel we’ve assembled 
another fantastic package, a magazine 
that will outlive its appointed month 
on the newsstands and find a hallowed 
place in your home. After all, each 
month’s WME is put together with 
one person in mind, and that’s you, the 
mat-fan. Until next month, so long to 
mat-fans everywhere! 

@ JEREMY TEPPER 
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Photo by Nick Toscanis 


Photo by John Barrett 


LETTERS 


To The Editor 


“Rowdy” Roddy Piper and Jesse “The Body” Ventura should prove themselves in wrestling rings more often. 


BACK IT UP, 
BIG MOUTH! 


I accuse “Rowdy” Roddy Piper and 
Jesse “The Body” Ventura of hiding 
behind their microphones. Neither one 
of them has the guts to wrestle much 
anymore, and they hardly ever wrestle 
on TV. They would much rather stay 
on the sidelines where it’s relatively 
safe. Let’s face it, “Hot Rod” is full of 
hot air, and I wish that he and “Ace” 
would take a slow boat to Scotland 
and stay there. Jesse Ventura is cut 
from the same cloth. He talks a good 
game, but he can’t back up his words 
in the ring. The so-called “Body” is 
going soft due to inactivity, since Jesse 
is content to cower behind the mike on 
WWF telecasts rather than show his 
stuff in the ring. Goof-offs like Ventura 
and Piper should be required to wres- 
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tle at least once a month on TV like all 
the other wrestlers do, or the WWF 
should kick them out. 
Sure, this “broadcasting” of theirs is 
a convenient excuse not to be wres- 
tling, but I say that Ventura is a No- 
Body and Piper deserves to be wearing 
a dress. 
Ray Bender 
Cresson, PA 


FREEBIRD 
WATCHER 


I want to tell you that I like your 
magazine a lot. Now Id like to talk 
about the Fabulous Freebirds. I admire 
them for standing up to the Von 
Erichs. All the Von Erichs are little 
snot-nosed brats. The Freebirds are 
doing what’s right. Gino and Chris 
tried to help them grow up, and now 


the Freebirds are doing it for them. 

Keep up the good work. Oh yes, 

Michael Hayes is foxier than any Von 
Erich alive. 

Kim Roberts 

Cincinnati, OH 


Ed. Note: The Freebirds are indeed a 
top-flight tag-team, but they hardly be- 
little the Von Erichs—who recently 
reclaimed the World Class Six-Man 
Tag Title at Texas Stadium. 


ROCKERS 
ROLL ON 


After reading the letter “Express- 
way to the WWF?” in the April ’86 
issue of WME, I became very angry!! 
Then I had to laugh. Competition for 
the Rock-n-Roll Express in the WWF?! 
Give me a break!! The Express has 
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WME’s PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM was a landmark publica- 
tion presenting the serious wres- 
tling fan with the opportunity to 
own the first publication dedicated 
to capturing the greatest wrestlers 
in that fleeting moment when 
they’re at their brutal high flying 
best. 


WME’s PHOTO ACTION 
ALBUM 2. The second volume of 
what is destined to be a classic ser- 
ies of wrestling publications. 
Another thrilled packed action 
photo album of the greatest stars of 
the squared circle in all their brutal 
glory. Many of your favorite stars 


are depicted on every page. 


HEROES AND VILLAINS is 
WME’s way of presenting our 
readers with a magazine strung 
cover to cover with close-up por- 
traits of some of the most popular 
stars of the Squared Circle, along 
with some of the most despised, all 
neatly cropped on our trademark 
high gloss paper and suitable for 
framing. Don’t be the last one on 
your block to have these great pic- 
tures hanging on your wall! 


Pumpkin Press Inc. 350 5th Ave. Suite 6204 
Send check or money order (no C.O.D.) 


Name 
Address 


City iat 


COLLECTORS EDITIONS 
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Now for the first time ever you 
can be the proud owner of Wres- 
tling’s MAIN EVENT’s CHAM- 
PIONS, WME’s official book of 
pro wrestling’s greatest title holders. 
Champions past and present are 
presented in all their glory and 
present are presented in all their 


glory. 


C) Champions $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 

OQ Action Album 1 $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 

OQ Action album 2 $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 

0) Action Album 3 $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 

C) Heroes & Villians $4.00 per copy + $1.00 postage and handling charge per copy 

O Caps $4.95 each + $1.00 postage and handling charge for each hat 

OC Belt Buckles $8.95 each plus $1.00 postage and handling charge for each buckle 
New York State residents add 814% sales tax for each item ordered 


Foreign residents add $1.00 for each item for boat mail and $2.00 each item for air mail. 


' Allow 4 weeks for delivery. Canadi 


an orders must be in U.S. currency 


Zip 
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WME’s PHOTO ACTION ALBUM 
III is the third in the trilogy of these 
exciting pictoral publications. As 
in albums one and two, this maga- 
zine concentrates on capturing the 
leading mat-stars of today in the 
act of mortal combat, and our top- 
notch photography is high-lighted 
by our bold full-page format. 


Try on our colorful red and blue 
WME hat and show the world 
who’s the “#1 magazine for Mat 
Fans Today!” One size fits all. 


Feel like a champion when you're 
wearing a heavy duty WME belt 
buckle, featuring two 3-D grapplers 
molded in high quality brass tone 
metal. 


TOTAL 
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repeatedly beaten such “amateurs” as 
those found in the WWF. 

The Rock-n-Roll Express started 
out in what is now the Universal Wres- 
tling Federation. The competition was 
tough, but nothing could stop the 
Express when they were on their way 
to becoming the best. Then they made 
their way to the NWA, where the chal- 
lengers were bigger and better, and the 
stakes were higher. So far they’ve been 
successful. 

Why move on, when you've got a 
good thing going? 

Mellodye Mattern 
Plantersville, TX 


FISTFULL OF 
CRITICISM 


I have been wondering why every- 
one allows Ronnie Garvin to use 
closed fists in the ring and then turn 
around and condemn Ric Flair for 
doing the same thing? When Ronnie 


- 2 AG \ N 
Ronnie “Hands of Stone” Garvin’s taped fist is the equivalent of a foreign object, 


according to WME reader Diana Michaelson. 


SUPER MUSCLES 


SUPER POWER‘. 
SUPER FAST... ro", 
GUARANTEED! § °,, 


Now your body will explode with 
mega-muscular power—FAST--when you 
use the Muscle Power Intensity system! 


You'll quickly. . . 

¢ BUILD RUGGED ARMS « INCREASE YOUR 
POWER « PACK ON MUSCULAR BULK 

¢ STRENGTHEN PHYSICAL TOUGHNESS! 


Complete instructions 
workout sheet 

g cassette 
tape 
included 
The MPI system 
takes you step-by- 
step to new heights 
of confidence, power, 


MAKE IT HAPPEN FOR YOU—ORDER YOUR SYSTEM TODAY! 
YES! I'm ready for Dynamic Muscular Power! 
| Rush $7.95 (+$1.00 p & h) to: 

ACHIEVEMENT PLUS 


| vNOONO ED 444 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 308 | 

| z Marina del Rey, CA 90291 
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NOW AVAILABLE! 


International Wrestlers Organization 


WORLD 
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hipping & 
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CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO io 
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P.O. BOX 100724, DEPT oy 
SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 


SPORTING GOOD DIVISION 
BEWARE OF CHEAP IMITATIONS 


BEST BY MAIL 
Rates: Write National, Box 5, Sarasota, FL 33578 


$1,000 WEEKLY Home Business Directory. Write: Box 
3151 NYC 10008-3151 

MUSCLES! Maximize your bodybuliding results with In- 
credible new system. Guaranteed! Free Detalis. VAT, 
Box 93026, Dept. NM7-86, Milwaukee, W! 53202 


THE ULTIMATE In Pro Wrestling Collectibles! Send 
$2.00 now, receive catalog and free gift! Mark Gallo, 
2506 So. 59th Ave., Cicero, IL 60650 


THIS Is Hot! Finally, a guide to some of the most pro- 
fitable home business opportunities In operation today. 
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DATING, Correspondence, Marriage, all areas, member- 
ship $5.00, six months. No other fees, KM Publications, 
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WRESTLING PHOTO COLLECTIONS 
FOR SALE 


Beautiful, large 35mm shots. No polaroids. 200 
poses available. Will sell individually or in a group. 
Real collector's item. Must see to appreciate. For 
sample mail $2.00 plus 50¢ postage and handling to: 
WRESTLING PHOTOS 


Box 225472, Dallas, TX 75222 
SHIP LANTERN 


aa This ship lantern will add beauty to any room. An 
18th century reproduction that will bring back 
memories of your school days when you were study- 


‘ing history. Makes a great gift too. Money back 
guarantee. Order today or send for brochure of com- 


Box 


P.O. 


plete line. 6"x14%"' tall, grey tin - $16.00 p.p. 
K.M.L, Enterprises, RRI, Box 234L, Berne, IN 
46711. (219)589-8853. 


BE YOUR OWN BOSS 


You can own any business with no money 
down and become rich and Independent. 
After you read this Insider's report, you'll 
never work for anyone again. Money-back 
Guarantee. Send $5.: 
Questren, Suite 200, 1920 Chestnut 
St., Phils., PA 19103 
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Photo by Bill Otten 


Garvin uses his fists he is behaving the 
same as anyone else that uses a foreign 
object in the ring. You can’t tell me 
that the referees don’t see him, because 
in magazines and even his name “Hands 
of Stone” publicizes his breaking the 
rules by using closed fists. Why isn’t 
Garvin fined for his obvious breaking 
of the rules? 
Dianna Michaelson 
Detroit, MI 


Ed. Note: It’s so true that referees have 
it in for so-called rulebreakers, while 


allowing fan-favorites to get away with 
blatant illegal tactics. If Garvin wants 
to fight with his fists he should join the 
WWF and box with Bob Orton. 


FLAIR GETS 
THE JOB DONE 


I would like to say that no matter 
what Ric Flair has done in the past or 
may be doing in the present, he’s still 
the best Professional Wrestling Cham- 
pion there is!! 


Ric Flair has proven 
himself to be the con- 
summate wrestling 

champion. 


Become A Professional Wrestier... 


“This One Has ft All!’ 
No Monthly Lessons! No Additional Charges! 


Learn all you need to know to become « 


contact promoters in your state. Also 


Send $4 00 in Check or Money Order To 


BELLEW, 380 Fifth Ave., Suite #532, New York, NY 10018 
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Ric Flair shows his greatness because 
of his strength and ability in the ring. 
He is not afraid to challenge anyone, 
and accepts all challenges to him!! 
Flair always gets his job done and 
remains the NWA World’s Cham- 
pion!! 

Ric Flair certainly defines the true 
greatness of a Professional Wrestler, 
and I hope he remains the World’s 
Champion for many future years. He 
will show fans and other Pro Wrestlers 
what being a “True Champion” is all 
about!! 

Jenny Cairnes 
Hendersonville, NC 


WHERE’S 
WENDI? 


I was reading an article when my 
sister asked me “why did they fire 
her?” I asked who, and she said 
“Wendi.” I didn’t know it at the time 
but Wendi was denied a rematch with 
the Fabulous Moolah and was fired. 
Wendi is a young fox and has a great 
body. Moolah has none of these quali- 
ties. Who would rather see Moolah 
wrestle than Wendi? Vince McMahon 
should get on his hands and knees and 
beg Wendi to come back, and if he 
doesn’t I will never go to WWF 
matches again. I love Wendi. 

John Castagnetti, Jr. 
Staten Island, NY 


Ed. Note: The “Wendi Richter Story” 
is another chapter in the WWF's his- 
tory of mistreating their ex-champs. 
For more details just ask Bob Backlund. 


Each month Wrestling’s MAIN 
EVENT reserves this space to provide 
a forum for our readers’ viewpoints. 
If you've got something you want to 
say, or questions you'd like answered, 


LETTERS 


c/o Wrestling’s MAIN EVENT 
Empire State Building, Suite 6204 
NYC, NY, 10118 


THE HEART PUNCH 


A no holds barred look at Professional Wrestling, 


straight from the heart! 


Magnum T.A.’s hippie hair-do looks stupid, according to WME’s Associate Editor Mike Edison—who demon- 
strates the potential improvement in these “before” and “after” photos of the U.S. Champion. 


t would be easy to print any of 

the thousands of letters I get 

written by morons and then 

tear them apart with a few lines 
of terse prose. However, I prefer to 

| share a few of the letters I’ve received 
from lucid wrestling fans and not clut- 
ter this space with folly. 


Dear Mr. Edison, 

It seems to me that the Midnight 
Rockers are just another attempt by 
the AWA to keep up with the rest of 
the wrestling world. I even heard Ken 
Resnick introduce them as “The Mid- 
night Express, uh, the Rock ’n’ Roll, 
uh, the Midnight Rockers. . . .” Janetty 
and Michaels are prelim-bums and it’s 
an insult to the NWA tag-teams with 
similar names. And what about Leon 
White? It seems like the only reason he 
gets title shots is because the WWF 
used football players at “WrestleMa- 
nia 2.” The AWA should be ashamed 
of themselves. 


Norman Greenbaum 
Metuchen, NJ 


Dear Norman, 

You're right, of course, but I’m sur- 
prised that an astute fan like yourself 
doesn't already know: promoters have 
no shame. 


Dear Mr. Edison, 

Adrian Adonis is an admitted 
homosexual from New York City. 
Does he pose a health threat to his 
opponents? 

Mrs. Melba Sharky 
Boston, MA 


Dear Mrs. Sharky, 

A fine query! Yes, the gay Adonis 
certainly does pose a “health threat” — 
he’s got one of the best Neckbreakers 
in the business. 


Dear Mr. Edison, 

Would you please tell Magnum 
T.A. to get a haircut? Doesn’t he know 
he looks ridiculous? 

Harry Puckit 
St. Louis, MO 


Dear Harry, 

Although it may be obvious to the 
rest of us, Magnum T.A. apparently 
has no idea just how foolish he looks. 
I’m not on speaking terms with Mr. 
Allen, but I've taken the liberty to dem- 
onstrate just how much better he would 
look via a pair of scissors and an oth- 
erwise useless photograph 


RK 


ONE MORE BLOW TO THE 
STERNUM: With all of these “wres- 
tling action figures” being produced, 
how come no one has made a “referee 
doll,” or a “promoter doll,” or howza- 
bout a “wrestling journalist doll?” 
Maybe MacMahon is afraid of a 
potential voodoo doll in his image, but 
Edison isn’t. And how come none of 
the rulebreaking dolls come with for- 
eign objects? 


Until next month ... WHAM!!! 
Can your heart stand it?! 
i MIKE EDISON 
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WRESTLING’S ROUND-UP 


A monthly report on all the latest. 
happenings in the world of Professional Wrestling . . . 


FABULOUS ONES 
FIGHT DRUG 
ABUSE 


he Fabulous Ones have 
brought their fighting skills 
outside of wrestling rings in 
an effort to curb wide- 
spread drug abuse in Florida schools. 
At a recent appearance at Apopka 
Jr. High School, part of a small com- 
munity North of Orlando, Steve Keirn 
and Stan Lane lectured on the dangers 
of drugs and then circulated a state- 
ment promising not to use drugs which 
was signed by the entire student body! 
“It’s important that today’s youth 
gets a good education,” said Lane fol- 
lowing the successful assembly pro- 
gram. “How can they expect to learn 
anything if they’re all messed up?” 
“These kids are the future of Amer- 
ica,” added Keirn, “and we can’t let 
them waste their lives with illegal 


ANOTHER FUNK 
COMES TO THE WWF 


ith his injury from 
“WrestleMania 2” 
putting Terry Funk out 
of action for an indefi- 
nite period, “Hoss” Funk has called 
upon their outlaw brother Jimmy 
Jack Funk to join him in their war 
against the Junkyard Dog. 

Jimmy Jack Funk has arrived just 
in time, according to the Funk’s man- 
ager Jimmy Hart, who has been 
unwillingly roped into a variety of tag 
matches which have pitted him against 
midget wrestler the Haiti Kid. 

“T’m nota wrestler, I shouldn’t have 
to wrestle,” squealed Hart before a 
recent battle at the Nassau Coliseum. 
“That’s why I put together the ‘Hart 
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Fabulous Ones Stan Lane and Steve Keirn circulated an anti-drug statement 
signed by the students of Apopka Jr. High School. 


drugs. The fate of our nation is at stake 
here.” 

Aside from their fight against drugs, 
the Fab Ones have also been facing 
stiff opposition from “The Rising 
Sun,’ the sinister tag-team of Kendo 


Outlaw Jimmy Jack Funk 
has joined his brothers in 
Jimmy Hart's stable. 


- _ & 
Foundation.’ Now I’ve added another 
Funk to my stable, and that'll spell the 
end for the Junkyard Dog.” 
According to WWF press releases, 
Jimmy Jack Funk had disassociated 
himself from his wrestling brothers to 
pursue a life of crime, primarily as a 


Nagasaki and the White Ninja being. 
managed by Sir Oliver Humperdink. 
The Fabs are hoping to put away the 
“Sun” and claim the vacant United 
States Tag-Team Title for themselves. 
a 


horse thief and cattle rustler. To dis- 
guise himself from authorities, Jimmy 
has taken to wearing a Lone Ranger- 
style mask, and he has been brushing 
up on the wrestling skills he learned by 
sparring with his older brothers as a: 
child. 
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SHERRI MARTEL MANAGING TOP AWA TAG-TEAM 


ormer AWA Ladies Cham- 

pion Sherri Martel has got- 

ten herself into a brand new 

bag, namely as a top flight 
manager for one of the AWA’s most 
outspoken tag-teams. 

By pairing “Playboy” Buddy Rose 
with “Pretty Boy” Doug Sommers, 
Martel has assembled perhaps the per- 
fect combination of arrogance and 
wrestling skill. With her excellent ring 
knowledge Martel has been a great 
help as a coach, and her sassy business 
sense has already helped her team 
secure several title shots against tag 
champs Scott Hall and Curt Hennig. 

“There’s nobody in the AWA who 
can match the talent I’ve united in 
these two men,” said the sultry Martel 
as she wrapped her arms around the 
twosome. “They’re absolutely the best 


ZBYSZKO AND 
LeDOUX COME TO 
BLOWS 


he brewing feud between 

Larry Zbyszko and AWA 

referee Scott LeDoux came 

to a head recently, when 
the two agreed to meet in a series of 
special boxing matches. 

LeDoux, a former heavyweight 
contender who has challenged the 
likes of Muhammad Ali, Ken Norton 
and Joe Frazier over the course of his 
illustrious career, has been on the war 
path ever since Zbyszko clobbered 
him and Nick Bockwinkel with a set 
of nun-chuks during a televised wres- 
tling match. At the Rosemont Horizon 
in Chicago, however, LeDoux had 
Zbyszko right where he wanted him. 

“JT don’t mind boxing the big oaf, but 


= 


Sexy ‘Sherri Martel is now managing the team of “Playboy” Buddy Rose and 


“Pretty Boy” Doug Sommers, and is aiming for the AWA tag title. 


groomed team in the whole sport!” 
“This just goes to prove,” butted in 
Buddy Rose, “that wherever the ‘Play- 


Referee Scott LeDoux and Larry 
Zbyszko mix it up in the ring. 


boy’ goes, he’s surrounded by beautiful 
women. And Sherri ain’t just another 
pretty face—she’s dangerous too!” @ 


he’s got to make certain concessions,” 
blared Zbyszko. “I’m a wrestler, and I 
use my whole body in the ring. I don’t 
just wave my arms around like a 
sissy!” 

To LeDoux’s dismay, Zbyszko finally 
got his way and was allowed to wear 
Karate gloves and use a variety of mar- 
tial arts techniques in the scheduled 10 
round bout. Nonetheless, the confron- 
tation turned into a pushing and shov- 
ing match, punctuated by Zbyszko’s 
Spinning Back Kicks. LeDoux was 
able to get a few shots of his own in, 
including a strong jab that drew blood 
from Zbyszko’s nose. Finally, after 
seven exhausting rounds, Zbyszko’s 
mysterious oriental cornerman snuck 
up on LeDoux and decked him with a 
set of nun-chuks to give Zbyszko a KO 
victory. il 
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n other wrestling news, it may 

not come as a surprise to anyone 

but the Road Warriors are 

now officially recognized as the 
top tag-team in the known world. 
After stomping through the competi- 
tion at the Jim Crockett Sr. Memorial 
Cup Tournament in New Orleans, 
Hawk and Animal have asserted 
themselves as the true “Lords of the 
Ring.” By clobbering Magnum T.A. 
and Ronnie Garvin in the final round 
the Warriors proved that they can get 
fired up against friend or foe alike... . 

Other major cards in the past months 
included the AWA’s much-heralded 
“WrestleRock” show in Minneapolis, 
and the World Class’ third annual 
“Parade of Champions” in Texas Sta- 
dium, which, for the first time, did not 
feature a defense of the NWA World’s 
Heavyweight Championship held by 
Ric Flair. Since seceding from the 
NWA, the World Class’ top dog is 
Rick Rude, who successfully defended 
his World’s Title against Bruiser 
Brody. ... 

Hulk Hogan hasn’t been defending 
his WWF Title lately, preferring to 
team with the likes of Hillbilly Jim 
and Andre the Giant in tag-matches 
against King Kong Bundy and Big 
John Studd. Actually, it now looks as 
if The Hulkster has exhausted the list 
of contenders to his title, and the 
WWE is in dire need of some new 
blood for the champ... . 

Randy Savage has made an excel- 
lent Intercontinental Champion, giv- 
ing both George Steele and former 
champ Tito Santana ample opportun- 
ities to dethrone the “Macho Man”— 
to no avail. Experts predict that Savage 
has a fair chance of toppling Hogan 
and holding both of the WWF’s major 
titles before the year’s through. ... 

The British Bulldogs are the proud 
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The Road Warriors and Precious Paul Ellering are more determined than ever to 
win a World’s Title after cinching the Crockett Cup. 


eye, Bet: 
“Ravishing” Rick Rude is fighting his way through a long list of contenders in 
defense of his World Class Heavyweight Championship. 
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possessors of the WWF Tag-Title, but 
could be facing a stiff challenge from 
the “Hart Foundation,” of Brett Hart 
and Jim Niedhardt. Other contenders 
for the tag throne include former 
champs the Iron Sheik and Nikolai 
Volkoff, the Killer Bees, and the 
French Canadian Rougeau 
Brothers. .. . 


Watch for the feuds between the | 
Magnificent Muraco and Paul Orn- #4, 


dorff, and Ricky Steamboat and 
Hercules Hernandez to really heat up 
in the weeks to come. ... 

Two WWE stars who are having a 
hard time securing title shots are Adrian 
Adonis and Jake “The Snake” 
Roberts. Could The Hulkster be 
afraid of tangling with Roberts’ pet 
snake Damien and wary of Adonis’ 
sexual preferences?. ... 

In the NWA, the “American Dream” 
Dusty Rhodes is still without a title, 
and is desperately chasing TV Cham- 
pion Arn Anderson and National 
Champion Tully Blanchard, not to 
mention his occasional crack at World’s 
Champion Ric Flair. No one in the 
entire sport has as much pull with 
promoters as the undying Dream. ... 

The Midnight Express have washed 
their hands of the Rock-n-Roll 


Express and are gearing up foraseries ¥* 


of challenges from the Road War- 
riors. Since winning the Crockett Cup, 
the “Legion of Doom” is even hun- 
grier for a World’s Title. .. . 

The injury to the back of Magnum 
T.A. in New Orleans may have per- 
manently weakened the United States 
Champion, who is still being hotly 
pursued by Nikita Koloff. . .. 

Stan Hansen has taken his AWA 
World’s Title on a tour of Japan, much 
to the dismay of Sgt. Slaughter—who 
was rapidly closing in on the “Bad 
Man from Borger, Texas.” Now 


fs Pr . 


Slaughter has no choice but to defend 
his America’s Title against a long list of 
challengers which includes Boris 
Zuchoff, “King Kong” Bruiser Brody, 
The Barbarian, and Col. DeBeers 
among others. The villainous manager 
Sheik Adnan AlI-Kaissey really has it 
in for the Sarge. ... 

The Sheik has also combined The 
Barbarian and Bruiser Brody in an 


yoy eK 
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A bloodied Dusty Rhodes makes his way out of a steel cage match. The 
“American Dream” has NWA title shots all locked up. 


effort to topple AWA Tag Champs 
Curt Hennig and Scott Hall. Another 
leading tag-team in the AWA is the 
Midnight Rockers, composed of 
promising youngsters Marty Janetty 
and Shawne Michaels. .. . 

Nick Bockwinkel just can’t shake 
Larry Zbyszko. Even after facing 
each other in a series of exhausting 
“Death Matches,” the former partners 
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are still alive and well and bent on 
destroying one another. ... 

Mike Rotundo has resurfaced in 
the AWA, without former partner 
Barry Windham. Now is the time for 
the talented Rotundo to stand up and 
make a name for himself on his own 
terms. ... 

The Fabulous Freebirds may be 
leaving the World Class area after los- 
ing their Six-Man Tag Title to Kerry 
and Lance Von Erich and their partner 
Steve Simpson, who was substituting 
for an injured Kevin Von Erich. The 
Von Erich’s cause was assisted by 
lumberjacks Mike Von Erich and Big 
Daddy Fritz Von Erich. ... 

Brian Adias is still the Texas 
Champion, but better beware of the 
likes of the One Man Gang and “Hol- 
lywood” John Tatum, whose valet 
Missy Hyatt has been mixing it up 


Class promoters put together a mixed 
tag-team match between Tatum and 
Hyatt against Sunshine and the love- 
able Missing Link? . . . 

The Mid South scene, now known 
as the Universal Wrestling Federation, 
has been dominated by new North 
American Champion “Hacksaw” Jim 
Duggan who can take credit for run- 
ning former champ Dick Slater out of 
the territory. Duggan’s top challenge 
now comes from the giant Russian 
Kositia Korchenko, who is being 
managed by “Hot Stuff’ Eddie Gil- 
bert. ... 

Young Jack Victory is making 
quite a name for himself since arriving 
in the UWF with his girlfriend/valet 
Lady Maxine, who now carries a 
bullwhip into the ring with her. Vic- 
tory’s primary target has been the pop- 
ular Terry Taylor, but he and Maxine 
have also joined the entourage of the 
Sheepherders. The Kiwis are dead set 
on destroying Bobby Fulton and 
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with Sunshine. Why don’t World’ 
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Mike Rotundo is back in action and has found a home in AWA rings, where he 
hopes to establish himself on his own terms. 


Tommy Rogers, also known as The 
Fantastics, who are the current UWF 
Tag-Team Champions. .. . 

Ted DiBiase has made his return to 
UWF rings after a successful tour of 
the Orient, and plans to reform his 
partnership with Steve Williams. In 
DiBiase’s absence Williams had been 
pairing with Chavo Guerrero, who 
can now go back to wrestling full time 
with his brother Hector Guerrero... . 

A hot tag-team to watch is the 
Bladerunners, who are tearing up 
UWF rings under the management of 
“Hot Stuff’ Eddie Gilbert. The Blade- 
runners’ style and appearance owes a 
lot to their mentors the Road War- 
riors. ... 

Time seems to be running out for 
Kevin Sullivan. The “Prince of Dark- 
ness” has been abandoned by many of 
his disciples and appears to be facing a 
major personal crisis. The first blow 
came when his partner “Maha Singh” 
rebelled and returned to being Bob 
Roop. Then the Purple Haze and 
Luna Vachon disappeared, and even 
his sultry sidekick the Fallen Angel is 
trying to disassociate herself from Sul- 
livan. This major shakeup should defi- 
nitely have a profound effect on the 


Florida wrestling scene. ... 

Southern Champion Lex Lugar is 
still the top banana in the Sunshine 
State. The mammoth Lugar has looked 
unbeatable in recent title defenses, and 
has finally run Jesse Barr out of the 
area. Lugar’s latest challenge comes 
from Barry Windham, who is the 
uncrowned king of Florida wrestling. . . . 

Kendall Windham has given up 
his Florida Title, after getting fed up 
with Bob Roop stealing it from him— 
only to have his brother Barry Wind- 
ham interfere on his behalf. A tourna- 
ment is being set up to determine the 
next champion... . 

The United States Tag-team Title 
remains vacant for the umpteeth month, 
and is being hotly contested by both 
the Fabulous Ones and Sir Oliver 
Humperdink’s devious duo of Kendo 
Nagasaki and the White Ninja— 
collectively known as “The Rising 
Sun”.... 

“Cowboy” Ron Bass has made his 
return to Florida rings, and may try to 
patch things up with the Windham 
Family who drove him out of the state 
years ago. ... 

That’s all for now, we'll see you 
again next month! @ 
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-LeBell Breaks 
maowus® =the Sports 


Barrier! 


Assisting Gene is Mando Guerrero 


“A winner” —Freddie Blassie WW A World Champ 
“Super great book!” —Lord James Blears British Heavyweight Champ 
“A must!” —Verne Gagne National Amateur & Pro World Wrestling Champ 
“Foremost authority!” —Hayward Nishioka National AAU. Judo Grand Champion 
“My thanks.” —King Curtis laukea Hawaiian Heavyweight Champ 
Another exciting facet in the science of fighting.” 

—Benny ‘The Jet’ Urquidez Full-Contact World Karate Champ 
“LeBell shows all the finishing holds and more!” 

—Count Billy Varga World's American Heavyweight Wrestling Champ 
“THIS BOOK SHOULD BE BANNED!" — Nick Bockwinkel AW. World Chams 


An effective Finishing Hold is the most decisive way of winning 
a pro-wrestling match. However, the application doesn't stop 
there. It is invaluable for any encounter whether in the ring, on 
the matorin the street. Knowledge is power and this book has it 
all: Hip Locks; Neck Locks; Grape Vines galore; Cobra Grip; 
Boston Crab; and Gori's Siamese Twin plus so much more it 
boggles the mind. 


The undisputed best illegal holds in the world are shown. It's all 
here. Over 760 tried and true Finishing Holds. Whether you are 
a novice or a seasoned professional, this book is your ultimate 
source. It is the first book of its kind written and demonstrated 
by the master of the Finishing Hold, World Champion, 
“Judo” Gene LeBell. 


Send Check or Money Order to: 


PUMPKIN PRESS, INC. 
350 Fifth Ave., Suite 6204 
New York, NY 10118 


YES! | want to know how to Finish my opponents! 
Please send me _____ copies of “Judo” Gene's 
great new book Pro-Wrestling Finishing Holds. 


I've enclosed check or money order for 
(Include shipping & handling and sales tax where applicable) 


Name 
Address 
CE Siaie. 


Zip 


Shipping & Handling: 1 Book - $1.50, 2-3 Books - $2.00, 50¢ for each 
additional book. Foreign Countries: Add $2.00 for the first tem plus 75¢ 
for each additional item. Payable in US. funds only. New York Res.: Add 
814% Sales Tax 


COUNTRY | 


MUSIC MEETS 


THE MAT-WARS! 


It’s as natural as apple pie on the Fourth of July—Professional Wrestling and 


Country Music, a match made in Heaven—or Texas, at least!! 


whole lot of noise has 
been made about some- 
thing known as the 
“Rock-n-Wrestling Con- 
nection,” but what people seem to be 
forgetting is that there are other types 
of music which appeal to wrestling 
fans, not the least of which is Country 
Music. Deep in the heart of Texas, the 
two fields have combined forces under 
the auspices of Texas All-Star Wres- 
tling, and the results are a certified 
success. 

By taping their weekly TV matches 
in the World Famous “Gilley’s” night- 
club, the original location for the 
movie Urban Cowboy, Texas All-Star 
has allowed wrestlers and musicians to 
honky tonk together, while attending 
fans can enjoy the best of both worlds 
for an all-purpose Friday night of 
entertainment. 

Some of the top names currently 
appearing on Texas All-Star cards 
include their United States Heavy- 
weight Champion Al Madril and his 
tag partner “Golden Boy” Mike Golden, 
both of whom are managed by the 
lady valet known only as “Fantasy.” 
Ivan Putski, Bruiser Brody, Bugsy 
McGraw, Sheepherder Jonathon Boyd 
and his sheep Tai Nui and Tapu, Aus- 
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ShEepherdér lonaion Boyd is one of the leading flag wavers for Texas All-Star 
Wrestling, who tape their TV matches in “Gilley’s” honky tonk near Houston. 


tin Idol, Kareem Mohammad, and the 
towering 6’8”, 431 Ib. Big Bubba, are 
some of the other Texas All-Stars mak- 
ing their home at “Gilley’s.” 

Texas All-Star Wrestling is one of 
the most brutal regions in the mat- 
wars. Texas wrestling enjoys a reputa- 


eee 


tion as being the most rugged ring style 
in the world, and matches are rarely 
halted for disqualifications or bloody 
cuts. Texas stars are some of the tough- 
est in the sport, and often enjoy great 
success in other areas while outsiders 
don’t always cut it in Texas. 


Photos courtesy Texas 


-Star Wrestling 
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U.S. Champion Al Madril and country singer Mickey 
Gilley pose for a portrait. 


After a night of TV tapings, the ‘humoungous Big Bubba snuggles up to lovely 
songstress Sandy Powell on the bandstand at “Gilley’s”’. 


admitted to the nightclub on the same 
ticket which got them into the matches. 
Once inside, they can cap off their 
evening with a fine country perfor- 


But after a hard night of matches at 
“Gilley’s,” the wrestlers like to unwind 
in the party-hearty atmosphere of Texas’ 
largest nightclub, and fans too are 


Cowboy Scott Casey is a big fan of Country Music, and feels 
right at home wrestling at “Gilley’s Club.” 
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Ivan Putski has been appearing on 
Texas All-Star Wrestling. 


mance by the likes of the Gatlin Broth- 
ers, Johnny Rodriguez, Jerry Lee Lewis, 
or the club’s namesake himself, Mickey 
Gilley. 

The Texas All-Star area’s involve- 
ment with “Gilley’s” is a natural com- 
bination, and WME commends both 
establishments for bringing together 
two great American traditions; Coun- 
try Music and Professional Wrestling. 

@ JEREMY TEPPER 
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Deserted by his Disciples!! 


IS SUCCESS SLIPPING 
AWAY FROM 


KEVIN 
SULLIVAN? 


The sands of time.are rapidly slipping through 
Kevin Sullivan's fingers. 


Photos by Bill Otten 


Kevin Sullivan has been aba 


he Darkness is waning, giv- 
ing way toa fiery Hell. Old 
Scratch is knocking on the 
door. He says it’s time. 
Kevin Sullivan faces the greatest 
challenge of his life, a showdown with 
The Devil. He’s been living in the 
abyss for too long now, hob-nobbing 
with the demons, pulling at the veil of 
Darkness, sucking on the evil and spit- 
ting it out into the ring. He’s been 
toying with forces greater than any 
man, using them to steer clear to vic- 
tory, exploiting The Crowned King of 
Darkness and tapping the solar-phallic 
rays of the Great Sun That Sets in the 
South. He’s been pushing closer and 
closer, teetering on the brink of des- 
truction, and finally—let it stand as a 
lesson to all who would dare to wrestle 
with Satan—he’s been bitten by the 
Serpent of the Underworld, singed by 
the venom of his own device. It was 
the Darkness from which he came and 
it will be the Darkness that will destroy 
him. This is the beginning of the fall of 
Kevin Sullivan. 


If you play with fire you’re bound to get burned, a lesson Kevin Sullivan is 
learning the hard way. After paying allegiance to the dark side for long enough, 
his loyal legion is tired of standing in the shadows and has left their leader 
alone with his tortured soul. 


ndoned by his followers (top right) left alone with private demons. 


By MIKE EDISON 


Kevin is a friend of mine. It would 
be easy to paint him as a tragic hero, a 
good man fumbling for success, a 
noble man who commits an unforgiv- 
able act of hubris, twisting his fate into 
a hellish end—but I can’t do that. I can 
only pray that Kevin will conquer the 
Darkness. His feet may be planted in 
Hell but his heart is rooted in Hea- 
ven—he shall not be overcome. His 
could be the greatest story ever told: a 
story of destruction and redemption. 

Apparently there was a collision on 
the Astral Plane and a ripple in Sulli- 
van’s world, erupting during a magical 
operation dedicated to Belial, the 
baseness of the Earth. It was this spirit- 
ual calamity that ruptured the seal on 
Sullivan’s camp of disciples. Bob Roop 
split, forsaking the “Maha Singh” name 
tag that Sullivan gave him. Luna Vachon 
hit the road, the Purple Haze and The 
Lock followed. Dissention in the 
Dark—the first sign that things were 
falling apart. Only the sinfully seduc- 


tive Fallen Angel stayed by his side, 
but even she is wary. Sullivan’s aura 
has become one of imminent destruction. 

“I’m not going with Satan,” Kevin 
told me. He sounded ill, like it took 
every bit of strength he had just to call 
me on the phone. “Perdurabo,” he 
added—his new adopted motto. It 
means “I shall endure.” I heard the 
phone hit the floor and our conversa- 
tion was over. 

Kevin Sullivan is alone right now. 
His camp has dissolved in front of him. 
Even his most loyal vixen, Fallen 
Angel, has doubts about staying by his 
side. It is clearer now than ever, Kevin 
Sullivan must leave The Left Hand 
Path ifhe wants to survive. His number’s 
up—the forces that have allowed him 
to prosper for so long are now calling 
his name and they want his soul. 
NEXT MONTH—RKevin Sullivan bat- 
tles with Satan, face to face... will he 
breach the Darkness? .. Will The 
Fallen Angel show him the Light and 
save her own soul? ... We can only 
pray. @ 
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First Annual Jim Crockett Sr. 
Memorial Cup: 


TAG-TEAM 


SPECTACULAR 


IN NEW ORLEANS 


Invitational Tournament Attracts 
Tag-Teams from Around the World! 


Attended by over twenty of the World’s greatest tag-teams, the Jim Crockett 
Sr. Memorial Cup Tournament was a smashing success—as the Road 
Warriors slash and burned their way through all opposition! 


By ROBERT E. RIDDICK, Jr. 


he first annual Jim Crock- 
ett Memorial Cup Tag-Team 
tournament held this year 
in New Orleans, Lousiana 
will long be remembered by fans who 
attended this star-studded event. For 
those who didn’t, you’ve hopefully 
seen a highlight package on your local 
wrestling show. In all, twenty-two 
matches were held, with only the very 
best in wrestling participation. Fans 
from across the country attended this 
great event, and the press corps were in 
full force as top writers and photo- 
graphers from around the country and 
Japan traveled to New Orleans to 
cover this sensational wrestling challenge. 

The huge and beautiful cup was put 


22 WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


on display in the lobby of the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel, which is connected to 
the Superdome. By Friday night, fans 
were wandering through the hotel try- 
ing to catch a glimpse of their favorite 
stars. Promoters Bill Watts from 
Oklahoma, Paul Boesch from Texas, 
and Gary Juster from Baltimore 
conversed with quizzical fans through- 
out the evening. Each man looked 
forward to the huge outing scheduled 
for the following night. By midnight 
Friday, fans were still trying to find out 
which wrestlers were staying where, 
but many were out of luck. Thirteen 
hours later, the greatest tournament in 
the history of Professional Wrestling 
would take place, and that would be 


enough to satisfy the-many fans in the 
hotel lobby. 

When Saturday morning rolled 
around, the hotel lobby was jam- 
packed as fans had again gathered to 
catch a glimpse of the wrestlers. This 
time, they would not be disappointed. 
At around 10:30, wrestlers began to 
come out of the woodwork! From the 
Midnight Express, to Magnum and 
Garvin, to the Fantastics, wrestlers 
were everywhere. Fans finally decided 
to leave the hotel and stand in line for 
the doors to open at the Superdome. 
With the seating being first come, first 
serve, a line of fans converged at the 
Superdome’s lobby doors. Fans chat- 
ted about who they thought would win 


Road Warrior Animal puts the Jim Crockett 
Sr. Memorial Cup on display (above right) 
after the Warriors disposed of Magnum 
T.A. and Ronnie Garvin (below) in the 
final round of the tournament. 


Photos by St 


Tiger Mask takes Black Bart’s arm out for a spin. 


the tournament, and the majority seemed 
to favor the Road Warrriors. Although 
some Mid-South fans felt that either 
the Fantastics or Terry Taylor and 
Steve Williams had just as good a 
chance as the Warriors did. Most of 
the teenage girls were rooting for the 
Rock-n-Roll Express, while others 
thought the combination of Magnum 
T.A. and Ronnie Garvin would reach 
the finals and possibly win the cup and 


$1,000,000. No matter which team _ forget! evening show, and indeed it was. None- 
won, the fans would definitely get a The crowd at the morning session theless, the fans at the morning show 
day of wrestling that they'd never was expected to be smaller than the saw some tremendous matches, that 


aa ; ee a — ieee Eoesesa = 7 a J » oe sasaki at 
Steve “Dr. Death” Williams’ Bodyslam on Buddy Landell (above left) helped his team advance to meet the Koloffs in the 
quarter finals, where both teams were disqualified after Nikita Koloff failed to score a pinfall on Terry Taylor (above). 


24 WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 


wv 


Color photo by Robert Riddick 


WRESTLERS OF THE MONTH 


“Lords of the Ring” Win New Respect 


and $1,000,000!! 


The Redemption of the 


ROAD WARRIOR 


Top Tag-Team Slams the Skeptics! 


Since winning the Jim Crockett Sr. Tag Tournament the Road Warriors are more awesome than ever. 


hey needed a bullseye, and 
they split the arrow. The 
Road Warriors’ victory in 
the First Annual Jim Crockett 
Sr. Memorial Tag-Team Tournament 
has cemented their reputation. 

Less than two years ago, when the 
Road Warriors won the AWA World’s 
Tag-Team Title, it would have seemed 


By JIM SCHUERMANN 


ludicrous to suggest that the cement 
hadn’t dried. The Road Warriors were 
the greatest tag-team in the sport by 
acclamation, and their first title reign 
was merely a beginning. An eventual 
NWA Tag-Team Title seemed inevit- 
able, and many experts predicted they 


/ 


would be the first tag-team to hold the 
two federation’s belts simultaneously. 
Respected opponents spent more time 
talking about conquering their fear of 
the Warriors than formulating strate- 
gies to beat them. 

Today, there is no place on earth 
that recognizes the Road Warriors as 
champions. The Gucci luggage bags 
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Paul Ellering ordered for them can 
pass any metal detector; they contain 
no belts. At least with the Crockett 
Cup they have something to send 
home to the broad mahogany book- 
cases of Legion of Doom, Inc. Head- 
quarters. 

The Warriors are curiously unwill- 
ing to pursue any major titles at this 
time, and they haven’t since they lost 
the AWA Belts to Jimmy Garvin and 
Steve Regal last autumn. Most fans 
and insiders considered the latter duo’s 
victory a fluke, and anticipated the 
return to power of the “Legion” before 
long. But long has apparently turned 
into never, since that title has changed 
again, and the Warriors haven’t ex- 


Hawk gives Magnum 
T.A. a taste of his 
Belly-to-Belly Suplex 
(above right), while 
Animal Superslams Ivan 
Koloff (right). 
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pressed any intention of challenging 
current kingpins Scott Hall and Curt 
Hennig. 

The Warriors have been drifting 
aimlessly around the globe, hitting a 
staggering amount of high-powered 
wrestling promotions and selling out 
bigger than solid gold beeswax every- 
where. This globetrotting strategy is 


fueled by Paul Ellering’s mastery of 


foreign currencies, and his genius at 
maximizing the profit potentials of 
localities in this country as well. (In 
other words, if there’s a potato reces- 
sion in Idaho, don’t hold your breath 
waiting for the Warriors to appear.) It 
is a strategy that is making megabucks 
for the “Legion of Doom”, but detrac- 
tors claim that it not only overworks 
the boys but nearly kills Ellering, who 
is a target for international Pearl- 
Harboring (some of which has been a 
direct result of his financial dealings). 
The Warriors and Ellering un- 
doubtedly look at the Crockett Cup as 
an equivalent toa World’s Champion- 
ship, and if it was defended more than 
once year it should be recognized as 
one. But they are infinitely more con- 
cerned with the recent criticism of their 
switch to fan favorites’ status. 
Although they have won as many 
new converts as they have lost old fans 
with their patriotic tendencies and 


The Warriors prove they don’t 
play favorites, as Hawk's biceps 
bulge around the neck of Ronnie 
Garvin. 


1 my . 
alliances with such stars as Dusty 
Rhodes and Billy Haynes, they have 
lost a significant segment of their 
initial, hardcore fans. The Road War- 
riors were the first rulebreaking wrestlers 
in history to attain such an astounding 
level of popularity without making 
any effort to woo the fans. Some of the 
Legion’s biggest fans appreciated their 
independence; they were their own 
men, no matter how treacherous. 

The old fans were not only disap- 
pointed with the new allegiances, they 
noticed a tentativeness in style, a sud- 
den torpor. Were the Warriors coast- 
ing on their natural abilities and repu- 
tations? The national media took notice, 
including the pages of this fine maga- 
zine. The Warriors were disparagingly 
contrasted with the likes of the British 
Bulldogs and the Midnight Express, 
relatively tiny wrestlers who were 
“pure technicians” and tougher 
“pound-for-pound.” 

As much as Hawk and Animal rant 
and rave about how they “don’t care,” 
they do. As the whispers that the Road 
Warriors were not absolutely the most 
devastating instrument of power and 
mutilation rose to the deafening roar of 
a national dialogue, they were embar- 
assed. And angry. 

For the first time since they were 
rookies, the Warriors had to live up to 


A, 
ry 


Hawk’s about to unload on Ivan Koloff. The Warriors hope they can wash their 


Animal holds the Crockett 
Cup high, as Hawk collects 
the check for $1,000,000. 


hands of the Russians and get on with some more serious business. 


themselves. The geeks were chirping; 
the boys done gone soft. 

And they succeeded. 

“We took real special pleasure in 
poundin’ Magnum T.A. and Ronnie 
Garvin in the finals,’ an unusually 
subdued Hawk said in the dressing 
room following their soul-appeasing 
triumph. “We’ve teamed with that guy 
before, and we kicked his hairy ass 
without kissin’ and holdin’ hands. We 
fight to pulverize, against everybody. 
Any *&¢@#$% specimen of fossilized 
ape puke who thinks the Warriors are 
soft cause we get cheered ought to see 
Magnum and Garvin tryin’ to fight 


back tears of torturous pain, dammit!!!” 

It was true. Magnum and Ronnie 
had aggravated previous injuries, to 
their back and lumbar region and right 
hand respectively. They weren’t bawl- 
ing, but they were grievously agitated 
about their condition to wrestle for 
several days. 

The Road Warriors are more dan- 
gerous and invincible than ever. The 
self-doubt that plagued them is gone, 
and the criticism has at least moment- 
arily been stifled. The Road Warriors 
will continue to dominate tag-team 
wrestling for as long as they feel they 
have something to prove. 


WRESTLING’S MAIN EVENT 29 


Hulk Hogan’s career benefitted greatly x 
from the guidance of Freddie Blassie, 
who The Hulkster later left in the dust. 
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While the WWF seems to be suffering from a terminal case of Hulk-a-mania, 
many matfans have forgotten Hulk Hogan’s days as a bad boy—and how he 
walked over Freddie Blassie to reach the top!! 


Hogan’s ring style itself hasn’t changed much, as he still enjoys flinging his 


helpless opponents across the Squared Circle. 


The Hulkster on TV and decided 
instantly that he was the man he 
wanted to play the bad-guy wrestler in 
Rocky II. The movie was a hit, and 
while the feud with Andre had fizzled 
out, Hogan found himself riding a 
whole new crest of success. He soon 
entered the AWA as a fan-favorite, 
challenging Nick Bockwinkel repeat- 
edly (and unsuccessfully) for his world 
crown. Hulk Hogan the rulebreaker 
was a thing of the past. He was quickly 
becoming one of the most popular 
men in the sport. 

Crippled by his lack of success in 
winning the AWA title, Hogan exiled 
himself to Japan. It was there, while 
wrestling under the WWF banner 
again, that the word came down—he 
would have his title shot in Madison 
Square Garden. 

The rest, apparently, is history, 
although at least one rulebreaking fan I 
know insists that Hulk Hogan is a 
myth. The tan giant replaced an injured 
Backlund to wrestle the newly crowned 
champion, the Iron Sheik. Backlund, 
however, still maintains that he was 


one told Blassie that his man The Sheik 
would have to wrestle Hogan, a man 
who had once been privy to many of 
Blassie’s sophisticated strategies, and 
they simply weren’t prepared. They 
had trained for. Backlund. Blassie 
screamed and hollererd but it did no 
good. Hulkamania, for good or for 
bad, was born. 


Incidentally, despite the fact that 
Hulk’s ticket to ride came out of Back- 
lund’s misfortune, the new champ 
never gave him a title shot, an appal- 
ling concept if you consider Back- 
lund’s philsophy of fair play and 
sportsmanship. Afterwards Backlund 
left the Federation, took some time off 
to work with children and reflect, only 
returning to wrestling for a short while 
to work with the Pro-Wrestling USA 
group. Recently Backlund has said 
that he won’t return to wrestling until 
he gets his title shot with Hogan, a 
match he deserves as much as the fans 
do—Bob Backlund’s retirement is a 
loss to the entire sport. 

The Legend of Hulk Hogan grows 
in the eyes of his fans daily—he’s a toy 
and a cartoon and his picture is on 
lunchboxes, not to mention all over 
newstands and on the TV—but when- 
ever you Hulkamaniacs are saying 
your prayers and eating your vitamins, 
I want you to remember Hulk Hogan’s 
rulebreaking past, and I want you to 
remember that he would be nowhere 
without the “King of Men,” Fred Blas- 
sie. I want you to remember how he 
treated his former manager and I want 
you to remember how he treated Bob 
Backlund. Blassie may be a rulebreaker, 
but Backlund never was. The Hulk 
may be tan, but he is certainly not lily 
white. 


prepared to wrestle that night and the = 774/k Hogan turned out to be more than a match for Andre the Giant, and once 
Slammed the French behemoth, according to legend. 


whole thing reeks of corruption. No 
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When the WWF refers to themselves as the best in sports entertainment 
they're not kidding! Their latest production of “Beauty and the Beast” stars 


George Steele, Randy Savage, and Elizabeth—but you have to decide who’s 


playing who! 


The WWF's Own 
“Beauty and the Beast” 


GEORGE STEELE 


“ANIMAL’ or HERO? 


Lunatic Challenges “Macho Man” 


for Elizabeth’s Affection! 


By JAMES TABER 


he Beast stands poised. His 

eyes gleam hotly as his lips 

draw back over his teeth in 

a feral snarl. The Hero 
stands tall and ready, his muscles rip- 
pling with tension, his torso gleaming 
with sweat. Cowering next to these 
primal foes is the object of the battle, a 
simpering, curvaceous maiden who 
looks on with concern as the rivals 
prepare for combat. The battle pro- 
ceeds and the winner will receive the 
hand of the cowering curvy bimbette 
in reward. 

Does this sound like the script of a 
very bad “B” budget movie to you? 
Well, “Surprise!” It’s not! It’s the 
WWP’s new, revised edition of the old 
clasic “Beauty and the Beast.” The 
only difference is that in the WWF 
version we get a new surprise twist. In 
this version you (the viewer) get to 
choose just who you want to be the 
Beast. Neat, huh? 

If you hadn’t already guessed, the 
stars in the WWF version they are as 
follows: The two male lead roles are 
played by Randy “Macho Man” Sav- 
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Captain Lou Albano advises G 
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eorge Steele on how to behave 
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lady, specifically Randy Savage’s manager Elizabeth. 


age (current holder of the WWF Inter- 
continental Championship Belt) and 
George “The Animal” Steele, the wild 
man from Detroit (who is currently in 
the care of Capt. Lou Albano). Our 
curvy maiden is played by none other 


than the beautiful Miss Elizabeth, cur- 
rent manager of the “Macho Man,” 
Randy Savage. 

Now comes the part where we get to 
choose. Who will play the Beast and 
who will play the Hero? At first glance, 


of 


Photos by Jeremy Tepper and John Barrett 


physical appearances place the com- 
batants in their respective roles. George 
“The Animal” Steele’s eyes roll in his 
head as his tongue lolls from his 
mouth. He grunts and slobbers drool 
onto the thick hair covering his upper 
body as he shambles about the ring. 
This, of course, must be our Beast. On 
the other hand, you have Randy 
“Macho Man” Savage striding into the 
ring, head held high, supremely confi- 
dent. His build resembles one of the 
barbarian heroes of yesteryear. This 
must be our Hero. 

But wait! Something seems to be 
wrong here! Upon closer inspection 
we see “Macho Man” abuse Elizabeth 
verbally, demanding that she does 
exactly as he says. He screams at her 
and the threat of violence hangs heavy 
in the air about them. 

Gadzooks! What now? It seems as 
though “The Animal” is looking at 
Elizabeth as though he worships her! 
“The Animal” grabs some flowers 
from a nearby fan and presents them to 
Elizabeth as a gift. Horror of horrors! 
Our alleged “Hero” take them from 


George ‘Steele force feeds Randy Savage the bouquet of flowers he had originally intended for Elizabeth. 


TA, 
ey 
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“The Animal” claws at the face of the “Macho Man.” If Steele wants to play the 
hero in this production he’d better learn how to act. 
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Elizabeth and proceeds to shove them 
down the throat of “The Animal.” 

What’s going on here? It looks as 
though our Hero is abusing the maiden, 
and the Beast is defending her honor! 
Can it be that our champion is just a 
heel beneath his Hero’s disguise? Could 
he be bent and twisted within that 
Herculean frame? Have we made the 
right choice or could this slobbering, 
shambling, neolithic misfit actually be 
a hero beneath that shaggy hide? 
Things are beginning to get a bit con- 
fusing here! 

Will it be the maiden who becomes 
the deciding factor in this mess? In the 
classic “Beauty and the Beast,” it was 
Beauty that destroyed the Beast in the 
end. Will that happen in our version 
too? Already Elizabeth has been the 
center of attention in all the matches 
between Rady “Macho Man” Savage 
and George “The Animal” Steele. 
Repeatedly we have seen “The Animal” 


“Could this 
neolithic misfit 
actually be a hero 
beneath that 
shaggy hide?” 


distracted by the beautiful Elizabeth as 
the “Macho Man” leaped from the top 
rope onto his unprotected head outside 
of the ring. After putting the boots to 
George outside the ring, “Macho Man” 
throws him back inside, and swarms to 
the top rope to deliver his patented 
Flying Elbow Smash. After a quick 
three count the match is over. Has the 
Beast finally been brought low and 
destroyed by Beauty again? Or in the 
end will we see the roles reversed once 
again as the “Macho Man” is dumped 
by Elizabeth for the likes of one 
George “The Animal” Steele? 

You can bet dollars to doughnuts 
that if this was a real “B” budget movie 
it would end happily and finally once 
and for all. As it stands we may be 
waiting a long, long, long time to find 
out just who is the Beast and who is the 
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Randy Savage backs “The Animal” into the corner turnbuckle, which could be 
Steele’s next meal. 


Steele hoists Savage off of his feet and hurls him to the mat floor, as the lovely 
Elizabeth looks on helplessly. 


Hero. But, as it is with all very bad “B” and tired of it, you always have the 
budget movies, if you really get sick option of changing the channel. Hf 
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Superpower Sets Sights on 


United States Championship! 


The Communist Threat Incarnate: 


NIKITA KOLOFF 
COMES ON STRONG! 


The time is nigh for Nikita Koloff to score a major title, and the big Russian will 
stop at nothing short of terrorism to trample U.S. Champion Magnum T.A.! 


By STEVE SIMBERG 


ikita Koloff had just 
concluded his match by 
delivering a typical Rus- 
sian Sickle, nearly de- 
capitating his opponent in the process. 
There was clearly only one thing on his 
mind, Magnum T.A. and the USS. 
Heavyweight Championship Belt. It 
has seemed like an eternity for the 
mammoth-sized Ruissian since he has 
had something of importance to strap 
around his waist. 

One year ago, after months of train- 
ing under the tutelage of his Uncle 
Ivan, Nikita Koloff was ready to chal- 
lenge the NWA World’s Champion, 
Ric Flair. All attempts at winning the 
belt went awry, however, and Flair 
had successfully defended his belt once 
again. Months later the Russian two- 
some lost their prestigious Tag-Team 
Belts at “Starcade 85.” The Koloffs 
and communism had failed, again. 
Now, after many futile attempts at 
winning the U.S. Belt, Nikita’s actions 
must be dramatic and severe. 

“It’s very simple comrade,” Ivan 
told me. “In this country nothing lasts 
forever. My nephew might not win the 
title by pinning the decadent one, but 
soon it will be ours. As for those 
muscle-headed capitalist pigs, the Road 
Warriors, we’re just toying with them 
because they’re not in our plans for 


a 
. . 


Nikita Koloff grins and Bearhugs Magnum T.A. It’s only a matter of time 
before the impending Russian invasion overruns the wrestling world. 


f 
t 
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Nikita Koloff derives great pleasure 
from his work, especially when he’s 
got a good stranglehold on U.S. 
Champion Magnum T.A. 


now.” I asked the Russian leader to 
expand on the later statement. When 
he refused I persisted, it’s my job after 
all. Instead of finding out what he was 
talking about, however, I found the 
back of Nikita’s hand across my face, 
an occupational hazard of our profession. 

“You Americans are all soft,” he 
screamed. “No one is as powerful as 
Koloffs. Russians are greatest athletes 
in the world. We show you ignorant 
Americans when we take your U.S. 
Belt back to the Kremlin.” 

Two days later, me and my black 
eye (courtesy of Nikita), flew down to 
New Orleans for the Jim Crockett 
Memorial Cup. I found myself in a 
quagmire trying to discern some of the 
facts concerning the Russians. I over- 
heard two ladies discussing the Libyan 
situation and the risks they were taking 
by flying commerical ailines. Then it 
hit me. It was as obvious as the foul 
birthmark on Dusty Rhodes’ corpu- 
lent stomach. TERRORISM. The 
Russians will stop at nothing to desta- 
balize the world. It’s not just a question 
of winning a wrestling match, it is a 
question of power, control, and total 
domination. Terrorism is now as 
common as WWE telecasts; both 


Nikita Koloff's rip- 
pling physique is 
nothing short of 
awesome. 


happen too often. 
What if Magnum T.A. couldn’t 


Magnum T.A. howls 
for mercy from Nikita 
Koloff’s bonecrushing 
Powerhold. 


defend his belt in the required thirty 
days? There would be a tournament, 
and Nikita would probably prevail. 
This could be the key to the Russian’s 
plan, since the Koloffs are running out 
of time. Soon there will be another 
challenger to the U.S. Belt who deserves 
the shots Nikita has had. Both Nikita 
and Ivan realize this. They probably 
have a master plan already. Maybe 
they’re waiting for the right moment. If 
Magnum gets too careless they could 
strike in no time. They need to show 
off the supremacy they claim to have, 
and what better way then to attack the 
U.S. Heavyweight Champion. It’s not 
just the Koloffs who would reign vic- 
torious, but the entire Eastern Block. 
It is a time when we, as Americans, 
must come together and protect our 
rights of freedom and living peacefully. 
Magnum T.A. needs someone to watch 
his back and make sure his rights aren’t 
violated. It is time for wrestlers to join 
forces and stop the Russian menace, 
otherwise Professional Wrestling may 
be changed forever. 
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MIS-MATCH OF THE MONTH 


Meadowlands, New Jersey 


STAN HANSEN VS. 


LEON WHITE 


Was NFL All-Pro Really Ready for 
a Crack at the AWA Crown? 


Se 


jen 


LA Rams linebacker Leon White would’ve liked to 
wear some padding against AWA Chae Stan 


Hansen (right). 


tan Hansen successfully 

defended his AWA World’s 

Heavyweight Title against 

Leon White in New Jer- 

sey’s Meadowlands. White established 

a commanding offensive in the open- 

ing minutes of the match, but Hansen 

soon regained control and brutalized 
the challenger. 

That’s what happened in the ring, 
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By JIM SCHUERMANN 


but what went on there is secondary to 


the controversy engulfing the match. 
The AWA has not witnessed such a 
calamitous schism since the federation 
awarded Nick Bockwinkel the World’s 
Title without holding an elimination 
tournament after Verne Gagne first 
retired in 1981. 


AWA wrestlers and insiders alike 
are protesting that Leon White wasn’t 
a suitable opponent for the World’s 
Champion. Particularly vociferous 
among the critics are those wrestlers 
who feel they deserve cracks at the 
title. 

“T wouldn’t have given that creti- 
nous humanoid a non-title shot!” sneered 
Nick Bockwinkel, losing his famous 


Photos by Jeremy Tepper 


Stan Hansen has the “Baby 


reserve in the Meadowlands dressing 
room the night of the match. “Leon 
White’s been wrestling for a few months 
professionally, and he’s already getting 
title shots. I’ve acculumated the collec- 
tive impulsive motivational structuali- 
zations of the very eons. I am proud of 
learning the savagery of men in all 
walks of life and cultures; the ages have 
strengthened me. 

“Tm a three-time World’s Cham- 
pion who can’t get a shot, and this 
cretinous anthropoid waltzes in. ...” 
Bockwinkel flushed red in the face. A 
single hair fell out of place. The ver- 
bose veteran ex-champ could not speak 
in his fury. 

“How can that refugee from a Lite 


For most wrestlers, the road to a World’s Title shot is long and rocky—so why 
did linebacker Leon White get one after only a few matches? And what made 
the porky pigskin player think he could handle Stan Hansen anyhow? 


Bull” by the horns, as Leon White learns a lesson about wrestling the hard way. 


Beer commercial waddle into Stanley 
Blackburn’s office and scratch an ‘X” 
on a title contract?!?” screamed Larry 
Zbyszko. “He must own the mortgage 
on the nursing home where Stanley 
Blackburn and Verne Gagne and 
Squirrelly Woherle play shuffleboard 
together!!!” 

“T don’t think it speaks well for the 
reputation of the title,” said an AWA. 
main eventer who wished to remain 
anonymous. “It’s bad enough that 
Hansen is spitting tobacco on the title 
belt and pounding it on the floor. He’s 
ruining the belt literally and figura- 
tively. I have nothing against Leon, 
and I'd rather see him champion. But 
we must have only the top contenders, 


na 


pe eae 


the experienced greats, to go after 
Hansen. That’s the only way we can 
wear him down and strap the belt 
around the waist of a guy who knows 
how to take care of it.” 

“T don’t know what all the controv- 
ersy is about,” Leon White said in his 
locker room. He was visibly nervous 
before the big match, which was cer- 
tainly understandable, and the ugly 
comments about his abilities must 
have tripled his anxiety. 

“T think I deserve the shot because 
I’m going to go out there and beat 
Hansen tonight,” he said quietly, firmly. 
“People forget about my amateur 
background, they forget about other 
guys who went directly from football 
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PLAY C.A.C.’s ALL NEW TWELFTH ANNUAL 


2nd PRIZE ...$1,750.00 CASH! 
3rd PRIZE...$ 850.00 CASH! 
PLUS! ... Thousands extra in CASH and quality MERCHANDISE PRIZES 


including HOME COMPUTERS, PERSONAL STEREOS, DIGITAL 
WATCHES and more! 1,212 fabulous Prizes in alll! 


Look who just joined our big CASH WINNERS “HALL OF FAME!” 


HERES WHAT 
RICHARD TAYLOR 
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$10,250.00 $7,595.00 $7,595.00 $3,771.00 
CASH WINNER! CASH WINNER! CASH WINNER! CASH WINNER! 


T. KUKLINSKI J. PETERSEN C. KONDAS J. YOKOTA 
“NUMBER PATHS” “EASY NUMBERS IX” EASY NUMBERS IX" “EASY NUMBERS VIII’ 
CONTESTANT! CONTESTANT! CONTESTANT! CONTESTANT { 
IMAGINE WHAT YOU COULD DO WITH $22,000.00 CASH!!! Solving the exciting “Mystery Puzzle” below could be your 
Start to making that incredible dream come true! Year after year folks just like YOU are joining our’ Hall of Fame” like 

Richard Taylor (pictured above) by winning hundreds and thousands of Prize Dollars in our exciting Puzzle Contests! 
Winners is this year’s fabulous “Easy Numbers XII Puzzle Competition will be cashing in on Huge Prize Bonanzas worth 
over $35,000.00 in Cash & quality Merchandise... 1,212 Prizes in all! But time is running out. To add YOUR name to 

®, our list of possible winners, you must act NOW! Solve the exciting “Mystery Puzzle” and mail TODAY! You could be our 


next big “Hall of Fame” CASH WINNER! 
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to grappling. Ernie Ladd, Dick the 
Bruiser, Paul Orndorff, Steve Wil- 
liams—they were all top contenders 
almost as soon as they entered the 
sport, because they were all around 
athletes. Well, so am I.” 

That is a mighty impressive list, but 
White unintentionally omitted one 
crucial name—Stan Hansen’s. Hansen 
played for the Detroit Wheels in the 
short-lived World Football League. 
He broke Bruno Sammartino’s neck a 
little more than a year after he began 
wrestling full-time. 

Perhaps White is being unfairly crit- 
icized, and other wrestlers are speaking 
from attitudes of envy and arrogance. 
But it is White’s skills as a newcomer 
that are being called into question, not 
just his inexperience. Stan Hansen was 
an immediate star in the same way 
Dwight Gooden breezed through the 
minor leagues. He was at the pinnacle 
of his sport years ahead of schedule. 

The jury’s still out on Leon White’s 
wrestling ability. Though he was an 
amateur, he lacks the stature and expe- 
rience in main event matches. Leon 
White has never been a regional 
champion, working his way through 
smaller promotions at an incredible 


Leon White is having second thoughts about his wrestling career after being hammered by Stan Hansen. 


rate the way Hansen did. The sum total 
of his major league experience really 
rests on a few matches with Larry 
Zbyszko, and that’s about all. Or as the 
director of one training gym said, 
“There’s nothing wrong with the guy 
that a good two years training and 
preliminary bouts won’t cure.” 
However, there are two other major 
factors which fueled the controversy 
surrounding this single match. One 


“The jury’s still 
out on Leon 
White’s wrestling 
ability.” 


was the venue, it was the Meadow- 
lands, a high-visibility arena in the 
Greater New York area. The other was 
the ensuing debate about the use of 
celebrities in wrestling. “WrestleMa- 
nia 2” added fat to the fire, but it must 
be pointed out that none of the celebri- 
ties involved had cracks at any title. It 
is unlikely that a man of Leon White’s 
wrestling caliber and experience would 
have been granted one of Hansen’s 


biggest, most lucrative title matches if 
he hadn’t been an NFL All-Pro. He got 
more than a Battle Royal to bounce 
around in. 

And what did Hansen think of it all? 
Ask Bockwinkel. While Nick was 
showering, Hansen borrowed his trade- 
mark black whip. A security guard 
reported hearing a series of gunshot- 
like sounds, emanating from the 
champion’s dressing room, and rushed 
over to force open the door. “All I saw 
was Hansen standin’ there sweatin’, 
coilin’ that horsewhip around his fist. 
And there’s a big ol’ stuffed toy horse, 
like big enough for a little kid to pre- 
tend to ride on. The plastic fur’s all 
gashed apart, and the stuffin’s ripped 
out in parts. And that stuffed horse had 
a football helmet stuck over its head. 

“Hansen turned around and saw 
me. He slammed down the ship and let 
out this savage war cry, then he bar- 
reled past me.” 

It comes as no surprise that Stan 
Hansen nearly killed Leon White in 
the ring that night. What is frightening 
is that he was wrestling at less than a 
tenth of his ability. What happens 
when the Baby Bull is served up to Big 
Stan when the champion’s hot? 
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INTO THE SPOTLIGHT 
The Evil Ascension of 


“THE RISING SUN” 


Florida’s Beasts from the East! 


Photos by Bill Otten 
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With a combination of experience and innocence, Sir Oliver Humperdink’s 
team of Nagasaki and the Ninja are devious and deadly— 
and dominating the Florida tag scene! 


hat makes Kendo Naga- 

saki so dangerous is 

that he is actually 

schooled in the martial 

arts. For too many wrestlers it is a 

pretense, a gimmick. For Kendo 
Nagasaki it is a discipline. 

Fundamentally he is an evil man, 

not deserving the knowledge he holds 


Sir Oliver Humperdink has shrouded 
“The Rising Sun” in mystery (far 
left). The young Ninja is learning 
swiftly from his partner Kendo Naga- 
saki, and skillfully applies a Standing 
Toe Hold to Steve Keirn of the Fabu- 
lous Ones. 


The White N; 
Leg D 
looks 


By ART BURNS 


of Karate and Tae-Kwon-Do. His 
notorious Green Mist and lethal Pur- 
ple Mist have burned and blinded rule- 
abiding men. And now, with the equally 
evil mind of Oliver Humperdink in his 
corner, and a tag-team partner in the 
White Ninja whose passion for evil is 
only now being nurtured, Nagasaki 
stands shrouded in the kind of dark- 
ness Florida wrestling fans are be- 
coming too often accustomed to. 

It actually makes a lot of sense for 
these three men to team up. Whereas 
the success of Nagasaki and The Ninja 
has been shaky in the past, as a tag- 


Na lands a Fi Lyin 
TOD as Kendo Nagasaki 
on approvingly, 


team they are beginning to shine, uni- 
fying their forces in the hands of Hum- 
perdink, a managerial demon who can 
exploit the evil ways of his team. With 
the U.S. Tag-Team Belts still in limbo, 
Humperdink’s goal is singular and 
sovereign, and there is more that a 
fleeting chance for success. 


Currently “The Rising Sun,” as 
Nagasaki and The Ninja call them- 
selves with a flair for poetic imagery, 
are battling the Fabulous Ones who 
are looking to win a major title them- 
selves. Their matches have been excit- 
ing, to say the least, ending in disquali- 
fications of all sorts. And it is clear that 
the man known as The Ninja is learn- 
ing a lot from his master Nagasaki. 

It wasn’t long ago that The Ninja 
was wrestling as a fan favorite, using 
martial schools as well as some fun- 
damental wrestling manuevers, win- 
ning sometimes, generally begging for - 
some refinement of skills and a more 
serious attitude towards the martial . 
arts. Half-hearted efforts can only be 


ee 


an insult to the tradition of Eastern 
fighting techniques. 

Nagasaki had a little talk with The 
Ninja during a match where Kendo 
was taking on Wahoo McDaniel. The 
Ninja came in to assist the Indian, a 
fellow fan-favorite, but was helpless— 
bound by the sacred obligation of the 
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Nagasaki is notorious for his Kendo 
Stick, which he uses to clobber 
Stan Lane, 


Although part of the sacred tradition 
forbids the use of secret martial arts 
wisdom for the purposes of evil, The 
Ninja had no choice but to help the 
man of a higher grade, no doubt with 
Humperdink providing a wad of dough 
to tempt The Ninja’s earthly motiva- 
tions. Now he is a student of Kendo’s, 
heir to the secrets of the Green Mist, 
and as it is said, “soon the student shall 
become master.” 

These men must be stopped. 

“T don’t understand what the hold 
up is,” Humperdink says. “Why is that 
title still vacant? How come my men 
aren’t wearing those belts?” Even com- 
ing from a man who is prone to com- 
plaining about everything that isn’t 
handed to him on a silver platter, it is 
high time that the title was filled, if 
only to let Humperdink put his money 
where his mouth is. “There is a lot of 
Darkness in Florida,” he understated, 
“and my men are the roots of the power 
of evil—they are master and student, 


) 


trained in telepathy as well as sacred 
martial arts. The Ninja, a man who has 
already established a reputation as one 
of the most dangerous men in wres- 
tling, hasn’t even begun to explore the 
depths of his soul. Nagasaki is sharing 
with him the secrets of the Dark East. 
Now, if only these lunk-headed pro- 
moters would just get hip and hand 
over the belts. .. .” 

There is a tournament pending to 
find new champions and the longer it is 
held off, the better Humperdink and 
his team’s chances of securing the title. 
Everyday The Ninja is learning more 
and more about the ancient traditions. 
His mind is being crafted into a dan- 
gerous think-machine of incredible 
discipline, powered by his master who 
has his blood pumped through the 
heart of evil. Their powers are growing 
and Humperdink is grinning. 

“Of course I’m grinning,” Humper- 
dink told me. “Frankly, this is the best 
combination I’ve had in years. Naga- 
saki is a veteran—a man who has wea- 


thered the storm and has only learned 
from his experiences. He holds in his 
funny looking head secret knowledge 
of Eastern Traditions. He is a very 
dangerous man. The Ninja may be a 
little bit less experienced, but he’s 
learning fast. Basically, he’s an ex- 
tremely nasty personality. Very evil. 
Loves to hurt people. Not only are they 
the greatest tag-team in the world right 
now, but just think of their potential!!” 
He’s got a point there. Although 
“The Rising Sun” may not be the best 
in the world, it would be fair to say that 
they may have the most potential. We 
already know what The Fabs wrestle 
like—and that’s not going to change. 
We saw the Road Warriors when 
people said they had “potential,” and 
we all know what happened for them. 
But Nagasaki and The Ninja pose a 
mystery—their history has yet to be 
charted, they are still incubating, still 
seeping themselves in evil, and they 
might just come up with a pair of 
Championship Belts. Mi 
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QUT OF THE RING 
_A Day i 


By JEREMY TEPPER 


00 often Professional Wres- 

tlers’ hectic travel schedules 

prohibit them from enjoy- 

ing the local color as they 
scurry from one major city to another, 
and when wrestlers appear in the New 
York area they sometimes prefer to 
party the night away and spend their 
days holed up in their hotel rooms. But 
when “America’s Hero” Sgt. Slaughter 
visited New York recently, it wasn’t to 
engage in battle with one of his many 
enemies in the ring wars. Instead, 
Slaughter was in the Big Apple to per- 
form a far different duty. 

More and more lately, the Ameri- 
can public has looked on Professional 
Wrestlers with a renewed sense of 
awe, and their “larger than life” quali- 
ties are guaranteed to turn heads wher- 
ever they go. Likewise, movie studios, 
ad executives, toy manufacturers, and 
other businessmen have approached 
wrestlers about endorsing their film or 
product or what have you. One such 
wrestler is Sgt. Slaughter, who has 
established a whole slew of extra- 
curricular activities which have ele- 
vated him to the very top of his 
division. 

In recent months, Sgt. Slaughter has 
appeared in the movie Bad Guys, done 
TV spots for Pepsi Cola, narrated the 
“Monsters of the Mat” video series for 
USA Home Video, and lent his image 
to the creators of the upcoming G.I. 
Joe cartoon series. On a typical day in 
New York, the Sarge’s schedule showed 
no signs of letting up, as Slaughter’s 
agent had booked appearances on 
Regis Philbin’s Morning Show and Bill 
Bogg’s Midday Live. 

Slaughter seems to enjoy the extra 
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‘SGT. SLAUGHTER: “If the Russians or Khadafy send 


someone after me ’d have to ¢ defend myself.” 


attention he’s been getting, and it offers 
him the opportunity to be at ease 
without the threat of being Pearl Har- 
bored by a Boris Zuchoff or some 
other foe. On the Morning Show 
Slaughter handed out American flags 
to the studio audience and demon- 
strated his Cobra Clutch on co-host 
Cathy Lee Johnson. The Sarge even 
agreed to allow host Regis Philbin to 
clamp the Iron Sheik’s Camel Clutch 
on him, which Slaughter shook off 
with ease. 

After the Morning Show Slaughter 
had a few free hours, and along with 
WME’s Associate Editor Mike Edison 
we cabbed it downtown to our Empire 
State Building offices. As we entered 
the landmark lobby, the Sarge was 
mobbed by fans and autograph seek- 
ers, and it wasn’t until we reached the 
WME offices that Slaughter could 
relax and unwind. As he let his guard 
down, Mike Edison and J grilled him 
in a question and answer session which 
is reprinted here for our readers ... 


Exclusive WME Interview! 
WME: A fier appearing on television 
talk shows, how does it feel for a Pro- 
fessional Wrestler to receive the treat- 
ment generally reserved for so-called 
celebrities” and stars of show business? 
SLAUGHTER: It’s hard to answer 
that question, because as wrestlers 
we're on television all the time. We’re 
already celebrities before we go on the 
Regis Philbin show, or Johnny Car- 
son, or David Letterman because we’re 
already stars on another program. 
WME: Of course you're used to per- 
forming in front of televison cameras, 
but how about the special treatment 
you get from the hosts themselves? 
SLAUGHTER: That’s surprising to 
me. Wrestling has come such a long 
way in the last five years that more 
people respect you now instead of put- 
ting you down. We’ve been put down 
for 100 years and it’s about time the 
rest of the world stood at attention and 


took notice of our talent and ability. 
WME: Do you think that by appearing 
on talk shows wrestling fans can get a 
chance to see another side of Sgt. 
Slaughter that they don’t usually see in 
the ring? 

SLAUGHTER: Sgt. Slaughter is a 
wrestler. When he’s in the ring he does 


him people start yelling “USA, USA.” 
So it doesn’t really matter who I’m 
wrestling, I’m just after a title—I really 
don’t need to be World’s Champion, 
it’s just that someday I'd like to say that 
I was a World’s Champion. I’m the 
AWA America’s Champion, and I’ve 
been the NWA World’s Tag-Team 


EMPIRE STATE 
BUILDING 


MANAGING ACENT 


HELMSLEY-SPRARL ING, 


Sgt. Slaughter indicates the direction of the WME offices, where he consented to 
an interview during his busy day in New York. 


what he has to do to win. Bob Slaugh- 
ter is another person and I was Bob 
Slaughter today on the Regis Philbin 
show. I didn’t have to get angry, I 
didn’t have to fight anybody, so I was 
pretty well Bob Slaughter today. ... 
Actually, I’m Sgt. Slaughter 24 hours a 
day in the public’s eye. Sarge here, 
Sarge there—they don’t ever call me 
Bob. 

WME: Back to wrestling—you have 
recently been challenging AWA Champ 
Stan Hansen and made it known that 
you are pursuing a World’s Title, yet 
you Still seem to get involved in endless 
feuds with foreign wrestlers like Boris 
Zuchoff and Kamala. Are these politi- 
cal battles distracting you from your 
title quest? 

SLAUGHTER: No, I'll wrestle any- 
body. Stan Hansen’s a cowboy from 
Texas, and when I’m in the ring with 


Champion with Don Kernodle. I’ve 
been various champions, but I’ve never 
been a World’s Singles Champion and 
I would like to hold that honor. But 
right now, if the Russians or Khadafy 
send someone after me I’d have to 
defend myself. 

WME: Despite your enormous popu- 
larity, it has been suggested that your 
hard-line patriotic attitude could possi- 
bly promote racism among wrestling 
fans. How do you respond to this 
criticism? 

SLAUGHTER: I’m a Professional 
Wrestler, so I wrestle wrestlers. I don’t 
wrestle countries. I don’t believe chil- 
dren should judge me or any wrestler 
by what country we’re from. It’s not 
the country [’'m wrestling, but the 
wrestler who’s coming to our country 
and putting us down. . . I just want the 
children and all my wrestling fans to 
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remember not to judge a person by 
where they’re from. Judge them by 
their character and how they come 
across to you. 

WME: America’s politics are leaning 
more and more to the right lately, and 
your own views are considered to be 
conservative than most. How does it 
feel to have a South African wrestler 
like Colonel DeBeers take a stance 
that’s ultra-right wing, and attack you 
for being too liberal? 

SLAUGHTER: Colonel DeBeers is 
still proving himself to the AWA and 
to wrestling. I never heard of him 
before he came to the AWA [Neither 
had we—Ed.], so I’ve been keeping an 
eye on him—if he steps out of line of 
course I’d have to do something about 
that. That’s what’s hard about being 
Sgt. Slaughter, you might be in a wres- 
tling ring and some newcomer trying 
to make a name for himself jumps off 
the top rope at you with a sledge- 
hammer. .. . 

WME: At the upcoming wrestling 
card at the Meadowlands Stan Hansen 
is defending the AWA World's Title 
against LA Ram linebacker Leon White. 
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WME’s Editors Mike Edison and Jeremy Tepper grill 


ale 


Don't you feel that you deserved a 
rematch with Hansen after beating him 
by disqualification at the last Meadow- 
lands card? 

SLAUGHTER: I definitely felt that I 
deserved a rematch. I think Hansen’s 
dogging me. I don’t know why I didn’t 
get a rematch with Hansen. I really 
don’t think Leon White stands a chance 


SLAUGHTER: “TI 
don’t know why I 
didn’t get a 
rematch with 
Hansen.” 
SSS EEE ES 
though. He’s only been wrestling about 

six months. 

WME: How do you think he weaseled 
his way up the AWA rankings? 
SLAUGHTER: I don’t know. Because 
he’s a pro football player I guess he got 
on the promoter’s good side, but he 
doesn’t deserve a title shot. 


WME: What other kinds of pursuits 
are you currently involved with outside 


Sgt. Slaughter during his visit to our New York offices. 
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the Squared Circle? 

SLAUGHTER: Well, Hasbro Toys 
approached me about two years ago 
and asked me if I wanted to be the first 
living G.I. Joe figure, and I said it 
would be an honor—I was flattered. 
Quoting Hasbro, they’re going to make 
me the “first living legend of cartoons 
and animated features.” 

WME: Will you be playing the role of 
a wrestler or a drill Sergeant? 
SLAUGHTER: No, I will be a drill 
instructor for G.I. Joe. ll have my 
own troop of men called the Rene- 
gades, and we'll be fighting the never- 
ending battle of the Cobra Force. ... 
There’s also a mini-series coming out 
soon. In September I’ll be on TV 
Monday through Friday, and an ani- 
mated movie will be coming out in 
November with myself, Don Johnson 
of Miami Vice, Leonard Nimoy, and a 
lot of other big stars’ voices will be in 
there. In °87 they’re talking about 
doing a full-length movie. 

WME: Well, it sounds like you're a 
very busy man these day,—WME 
wishes you the best of luck in every- 
thing you do. @ 


Color photo by Marvin Gordon 


Photos by Jimmy Papa 


Diamonds in the Rough! 


OHN TATUM AND 
MISSY HYATT 


“North Dallas Socialites” 
Stoop to Mud aie 


By MONICA LISBEN 


here is a great school of 

Professional Wrestling that 

preaches arrogance. It is 

the school that has given us 
a slew of pretty boy grapplers, blonde 
hair strutters, smirking rulebreakers, at 
least one NWA World’s Champion, 
and “Hollywood” Johnny Tatum, along 
with his valet, the “North Dallas 
Socialite,” Missy Hyatt. 

Objectively, they are not a bad look- 
ing couple. Missy Hyatt is certainly 
more attractive than half of the female 
hanger-ons passing themselves off as 
valets, and although Tatum’s smirk 
may not be as classy as her long legs, 
it’s convincing enough and seems to 
have put a much needed spark into the 
World Class area. 

It always seems that action in that 
area revolves around the Von Erichs, 
and sure enough, Tatum’s greatest 
challenge has been the Von Erichs. 
He’s done a fine job battling Lance, 
Kerry, and Kevin, not always emerg- 
ing the victor but putting up a good 


Bad Souths World Class referees is a specialty of Melissa Hyatt, who had te to 
shed some of her fineries to tangle with sunshine in a mudpit. 


fight nonetheless. And all along, he’s 
been promoting some kind of class, 
some kind of arrogance, and an objec- 
tive wrestling reporter must admit that 
he’s doing a fine job. 

But the thing that startles me the 


most, the thing that makes any touch 
of class seem like a joke, was the 
“Mud-Pit Match” held in the heralded 
Texas Stadium, the first ever promoted 
under the confines of Professional 
Wrestling, as far as I know. Quite 
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“Hollywood John Tatum and Missy Hyatt could be a really class act 
and steer their way to the top.” 


frankly, I found it disgusting. 

Missy took on Sunshine, a woman 
with a long history of floating from 
grappler to grappler, who’s currently 
maintaining a safe and positive image 
accompanying the Missing Link and 
making time with a whole crew of 
World Class fan favorites. 

Now the idea of a “Mud-Pit Match” 
certainly offers some degree of excite- 
ment, but to me, it sounds more like a 
spectacle of cheap thrills. Mud wres- 
tling is not the same as real wrestling— 
certainly not. It has generally, and 
rightly so, been relegated to seedy bars 
frequented by seedy gentlemen, and 
reeks of the same mentality that has 
given the world wet t-shirt contests. As 
a woman I have to be offended. Mud 
wrestling demeans not only the entire 
sport of Pro-Wrestling, but especially 
every woman wrestler. Guaranteed, 
there’s not much in the way of honest 
to goodness wrestling in a mud pit. 

I spoke to Missy—or Melissa, if you 
will—and had no choice but to con- 
front her in regard to what I consider 
to be a debacle; there is no place in 
Pro-Wrestling, especially in the World 
Class area which has seceded from the 
NWA. If it’s respect they’re looking 
for, mud-wrestling isn’t the way to go 
about it. 

“There are a lot of people who think 
that there is no place in wrestling for 
specialty matches of any sort,” Melissa 
told me. “Like my old man, a wrestling 
fan from way back, he can’t even toler- 
ate a steel cage. He’s a purist, through 
and through. Well, I’ve already heard 
it all about this mud wrestling match 
and I don’t care. Me and Johnny— 
we’re a class act. We could wrestle in a 
Banana Boat Match, we could bring 
some class to a stinkin’ pig sty!!!” 

Women. Even after being one for 
twenty-nine years, I’ll still never under- 
stand them. I’m like any other woman 
in that I like a handsome man, a good 
man, especially a man with class. But 
It’s come to my understanding that 
Hollywood John, from Hollywood, 
Florida, a community composed pri- 
marily of rest homes, is encouraging 
his valet (I really hate that word) to 
participate in this mud wrestling thing, 


and it makes me sick. 

I’m not against specialty matches 
and I’m not squeamish either; there’s 
nothing I love better than a Barbed 
Wire Fence Match that comes to a 
conclusive end. But for a couple that I 
want to like—surely John Tatum is a 
fine grappler and does a good job put- 
ting forth his “Hollywood” image, and 
Missy Hyatt is a fine “valet,” looking 
good and staying by the side of her 
man; I may be “liberated,” but I know 
the value of a loyal partner. This mud 
wrestling is for the birds. I respect John 
Tatum and I respect Missy Hyatt, but 
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the best way I know to lose my respect, 
and the respect of wrestling fans—and 
this goes for Sunshine, too—is to 
engage in a mud wrestling contest, the 
most degrading of any specialty match 
I can think of. 

I’m sorry Melissa doesn’t see things 
the same way I do—I want to be her 
friend. Hollywood John Tatum and 
Missy Hyatt could be a really class act 
and steer their way clear to the top if 
they didn’t get bogged down in the 
dirt. Just because this is a dirty busi- 
ness, doesn’t mean you have to wrestle 
in a mud puddle. 


John Tatum makes an assortment of odd facial expressions, as he ties up 


opponents in his version of the Reverse Hammerlock. 


Tatum’s elbow comes crashing down to 
the canvas as Lance Von Erich tries to 


crawl for cover. 
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OFFICIAL WRESTLING 


Ric Flair 


RATINGS 


NATIONAL WRESTLING ALLIANCE (NWA) 


World’s Heavyweight Champion: RIC FLAIR—245 Ibs.—Minneapolis, MN 
World’s Jr. Heavyweight Champion: DENNIS BROWN—220 Ibs.—Honolulu, HA 
United States Champion: MAGNUM TERRY ALLEN—245 Ibs.—Chesapeake, VA 
National Champion: TULLY BLANCHARD—240 Ibs.—San Antonio, TX 
Tag-Team Champions: MIDNIGHT EXPRESS (combined)—475 Ibs. 


CONTENDERS 


1. DUSTY RHODES—302 I|bs.—Austin, TX 

2. BARRY WINDHAM—245 |bs.—Sweetwater, TX 

3. NIKITA KOLOFF—275 |bs.—Moscow, Russia 

4. RONNIE GARVIN—231 |bs.—Montreal, Quebec 

5. WAHOO McDANIEL—260 |bs.—Midland, TX 

6. LEX LUGAR—280 Ibs.—Chicago, IL 

7. HACKSAW JIM DUGGAN—280 Ibs.—Glens Falls, NY 
8. RICKY MORTON—230 Ibs.—Atlanta, GA 

9. BILLY JACK HAYNES—245 Ibs.—Portland, OR 

10. ARN ANDERSON—240 Ibs.—Minneapolis, MN 


AMERICAN WRESTLING ASSOCIATION (AWA) 


Heavyweight Champion: STAN HANSEN—320 Ibs.—Borger, TX 

Jr. Heavyweight Champion: BUCK ZUMHOFFE—220 |bs.—Honolulu, HA 
America’s Champion: SGT. SLAUGHTER—310 Ibs.—Parris Island, SC 
Tag-Team Champions: CURT HENNIG and SCOTT HALL (combined)—495 Ibs. 


CONTENDERS 


. BRUISER BRODY—285 |Ibs.—Albuquerque, NM 

. CRUSHER BLACKWELL—475 |bs.—Stone Mountain, GA 

. LARRY ZBYSZKO—245 I|bs.—Pittsburgh, PA 

. NICK BOCKWINKEL—245 Ibs.—Beverly Hills, CA 

. LEON WHITE—310 Ibs.—Los Angeles, CA 

. THE BARBARIAN—275 Ibs.—Parts Unknown 

. BORIS ZUCHOFF—250 Ibs.—Siberia, USSR 

. RICK MARTEL—235 Ibs.—Quebec City, Canada 

. GREG GAGNE—220 |Ibs.—Robbinsdale, MN 

0. COLONEL DeBEERS—255 lbs.—Johannesburg, South Africa 
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Heavyweight Champion: HULK HOGAN—299 Ibs.—Venice Beach, CA 
Jr. Heavyweight Champion: HIRO SAITO—220 Ibs.—Osaka, Japan 

Intercontinental Champion: RANDY SAVAGE—245 |bs.—Sarasota, FL 
Tag-Team Champoions: BRITISH BULLDOGS—(combined)—460 Ibs. 


CONTENDERS 


. KING KONG BUNDY—445 Ibs.—Atlantic City, NH 

. PAUL ORNDORFF—250 Ibs.—Tampa, FL 

. MAGNIFICENT MURACO—275 Ibs.—Sunset Beach, HA 
. ADRIAN ADONIS—285 |bs.—New York, NY 

. JUNKYARD DOG—260 Ibs.—Charlotte, NC 

. JAKE ROBERTS—245 |Ibs.—Stone Mountain, GA 

. RODDY PIPER—230 Ibs.—Glasgow, Scotland 

. GEORGE STEELE—265 |bs.—Detroit, MI 

. RICKY STEAMBOAT—235 Ibs.—Honolulu, HA 


{ 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10. CORPORAL KIRCHNER—230 Ibs.—Fort Bragg, SC 
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